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Multiracial Truths
Turned Marketable
Trends”
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There is awoman in Somalia
Scraping for pearls on the roadside
There's a force stronger than nature
Keeps her will alive

This is how she's dying

She's dying to survive

Don't know what she's made of
| would like to be that brave

She cries to the heaven above}
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She lives a life she didn't « choose”

And it hurts like brand new F

- does 1t sound foreign
| far-oif and new?
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» gelled hairstyles. gold
jewelry. full lips. large hoop

-chunky golden jewlery
-tanned /sunkissed skin
-Leopard print

-elegant and timeless
-earth-tones,red and black

Sade Girl. Sade. Sade Aesthetic. Sade Girl Aesthetic. Photo

| inspo. Aesthetic. Inspo. Sade aesthetic outfit. Sade adu. Sade
style. Fashion.
... less



White spectators of these racial dynamics take interest in the
gray area of mixed peoples. Some see multiraciality as a playing
feild for their own desires to deviate from WASP popular culture;
These people take multiracial parties’ unique social positioning

as racially fluid to perform outside of their race. Let's call this

.................................

about white populatlons historical obsession with racial
categorlzatlon However, the obsession has turned to fetishin
recent decades. When did acheiving a state of amblgulty and
suggestlon/exaggeratlon of ethnic claims become such a
sexy form of capital?




how=to guide for "mixe d-face"
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KODAK PORTRA 400
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;- ect e' nically ambigious

disclaimer: I'f you're white and don't like you
racialization7tggatment after following our guide, don't
worry! you can easily remove your "mixed-face
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Younger, woke-r generations have found a way to
incorporate non-white signifiers into their fashion trends
without obviously appropriating one culture to give the
appearance of racial ambiguity.

Digital movement of art, circulation of popular culture
trends and social media curation has platformed
artists/public figures in a hyper-commodified way.

et the look. Steal her style! Bohemian=this

Soul music and Chola beauty subculture and Eastern
spirituality and cheap versions of Native traditional dress
and South Asian body adornment.

" voyeur -y -
aeal, acyvuJ.tures Our traditions are not your trends.
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avallablllty of large-scale data for such research
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has also been rather I|m|ted untll recently The
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negotiation are resulted by flexing societa

definitions of one's racial cate orization an
an individual's alignment or disagreement with§¥
that definition. Multiracial individuals must®
navigate, assimilate, deviate and reconcile the
intersections of their racial

belon._ ing an
perceA tion

q: 2 'I{hese examinations of multiraciality do not

}4

,exist solely within the intimite thoughts and

~ feelings of multiracial individuals, but on a

. greater scale of academia. The way conventions

| ﬁ{';of multiraciality are studied, learned, and
~communicated range from casual discourse,

;’_’;-‘broader diversity coursework and specific

-'-v.';?race/mixed race studies * - v
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Imagine a mixed person.
What do they look like? What do you call
them? What do you really think??

“broni"”
"mulatto”
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forms personal thought patterns and
constructs culteral systems of
categorization.

continuously harkening back to white
interpretations of POC cultural expressions
interrupts the ability to decenter whiteness in
critical race studies. Shifting focus from solely
dynamics of white + (ill-in-the=blank) helps
decode cultures outside the lens of
colionialism/imperialism as well as legiamize
multiracial identities that do not include white
ness.



In a book about bircial self=determination,
author Marion Kilson dissects biracial
visibility and how mixed individuals work to
secure categories of their own within
social-racial hierarchies. (Claiming Place:
Biracial Young Adults of the Post-Civil Rights
Era). The points of emphasis within Kilson's
work align with pillars of critical mixed
studies.

“identity formations™
‘community ™ - “intarsectionality”
“definitions of race post-colonial,
post-civil-war”

When you think of mixed race experience, do you
think of strain, confusion, the pressure to
choose?

Do you also think of resliance, community
building and storytelling?

All of the above.
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